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Location Anglet, France

Function Office facility
Total floor area 2,403m?
Stories B1, 5FL

Photographer Maite-Pharisier
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Design concept

A window onto the forest

The new headquarter building of AGUR, a water distribution company, is locat-
ed in the ZAC Melville Lynch area of Anglet, France. The setting is exceptional:
a wild forest extends over a large hill, at the foot of which is a stream that adds
to the beauty of the landscape.

Preserving this natural environment is our main concern; the skin of the build-
ing is designed so that nature seeps into the interior to be contemplated by the
user. The furniture merges with the large windows and the forest becomes
omnipresent through the wood of the roof in continuity with the eaves. This
strategy makes the window disappear into the landscape. The facade is
wrapped with a second permeable skin of vertical slats, simulating the tones of
the bark of the trees, to mitigate solar incidence and reduce energy consump-

tion.
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The work areas are organized around a central core, clad in wooden shingles,
like a large tree, which houses the vertical circulation areas and services, to pre-
serve the panoramic views of nature.

The 2,400m? building is divided into three volumes and four levels: a transpar-
ent base, a three-story workspace building, and an accessible terrace. At the
center of the building is a central volume that houses and conceals the
mechanical rooms, staircase, lift and restrooms.

The new headquarter building is energy efficient, using passive strategies
while being environmentally friendly. Water, the very essence of the activity of
AGUR, is reused by collecting rainwater to supply the toilets, the indoor foun-
tain and the irrigation system.

Water, nature and light in perfect symbiosis for the well-being of users.
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AGUR New Headquarters

4th floor plan
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2nd floor plan 3rd floor plan
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