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NEW/ PROTON THERAPY UNIT
HE DONOSTIA UNIVERSIT
OSPITAL
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New Proton Therapy Unit At The Donostia University Hospital 191

Proton therapy is currently one of the most advanced and safest radiotherapy techniques for treating
certain types of cancer. Proton therapy is an innovative treatment that uses a beam of protons to irradi-
ate the tissue affected by tumours with greater precision and less toxicity than conventional radiothera-
py. This therapy is therefore indicated for pediatric patients and certain types of tumours.

This new unit is part of the Amancio Ortega Foundation's donation for the implementation of proton
therapy in Spain as part of the foundation's public oncology support programme and within the frame-
work of Sustainable Development Goal 3: Health and Wellbeing. The incorporation of these new devices

will have a direct impact on the quality of life of public health users.

Studying the patient experience means knowing the profile of cancer patients, understanding what vari-
ables make their experience different and, therefore, what they expect to experience during the process

of their treatment at the centre.

The proposed design aims to make the patients' stay pleasant, friendly and bearable, proposing out-
standing spaces from a lighting, acoustic, spatial, chromatic, climatic, energetic or functional point of

view. Controlled and measurable variables far from the risk of subjectivity.

The building has two large openings in its roof, which correspond to an interior courtyard and a skylight
that provides natural light to the interior spaces on the first floor, ground floor and basement. Aware of
the importance of bringing natural light to as many areas of the building as possible, a courtyard has
been designed on the side of the building to illuminate a large part of the basement 1 area dedicated to

patients.

In addition, a high percentage of the patients who are candidates for Proton therapy are pediatric
patients, although the opening of all the centres planned at national level will mean that this treatment
will be extended to a wider range of ages. For this reason, the proposal includes a waiting area with a
children's play area in the central area linked to the skylight.

The works are scheduled to begin in October 2024 and will last approximately two years.

The Donostia unit will be the fifth treatment room developed by IDOM, to which must be added a pro-

ton therapy research room.
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Location Donostia San Sebastian, Gipuzkoa, Spain
Function Medical facility

Site area 7,500m?

Bldg. area 3,310m?

Total floor area 9,725m?

Stories 4FL

Structure Concrete, Metal

Finish Double skin, Folded micro-perforated sheet
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